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Glenwood Children’s Park is uniquely popular to neighborhood residents and to the city of Madison as a whole.  Not 

only is the park a historic city landmark, but due to the parks unique characteristics, it lends itself to native restoration. It 

is an exciting stewardship opportunity for our community, and a chance to set a precedent for future generations.  

 

In 2009, the DMNA sought to develop a comprehensive management plan and inventory to better manage and monitor 

the park.  The original intent was to restore as much of the park as possible to the original plans of Jens Jensen.  The 

DMNA obtained funding through a DNR grant to have a detailed inventory and management plan created.  The 

management plan specified four goals: 

1.  Tree health and safety 

2. Planting of desired, appropriate and diverse tree species 

3. Invasive understory control in a safe and effective manner 

4. Control of black locust in the park, working towards elimination 

 

The DMNA requested a detailed tree inventory and a seven year time frame to achieve these goals, resulting in an 

elaborate and aggressive plan. The plan has proven too aggressive for public acceptance and implementation has been 

challenging due to limited funding and city resources. 

 

Objective 

This proposal aims to amend the Glenwood Children’s Park Urban Forestry Plan (2009) 

by replacing Chapters 7,8,9 with an updated section on implementation to address the issues above. It would address 

the timing and process for improvements and continuing maintenance.  (The original chapters could be moved to an 

appendix with an explanation).  The amendment would clarify that “working toward elimination” of black locust is a 

good long-term goal, but not one that needs to be accomplished in 7 years, and one that can be implemented within 

different timeframes in different areas of the park.   In some areas elimination may be a goal for the next year.  In others 

it may be a goal for the next generation of canopy trees – in 50 years. 

 

The goal of these changes is to gain wider acceptance of the plan, a clearer plan for the ongoing maintenance that is 

needed, and its approval by the Madison Parks Commission as policy for Glenwood’s future management. The 

amendment will incorporate a more basic level of management for the southeast and southwest sections of the park as 

typical southern Wisconsin woodland, with a focus on maintaining and preserving high value trees and offering minimal 

maintenance strategies to control invasive woody plants.   

 

Strategy 

 

Strategies to be detailed will include: 

- Identifying high value trees and managing the competing resources near them 

- Elimination of large seed trees of invasive species (including black locust) thru both chemical and manual 

means.  This will be most intensive in sunny areas where black locust will be most prolific. 

- Elimination of seed-bearing (herbaceous) invasives. 

- Selective removals to encourage release of desired species 

 

 

 

 

Although the park is small, the diverse topography and vegetation of the north section of the park lends itself to a more 

detailed level of management.  And these areas may offer opportunities to re-establish some of the unique landscape 

designs of Jens Jensen for the site.  This area can be sectioned off into management units, where removals and 

subsequent landscaping can take place over time.  A flexible schedule of improvement and a basic level of maintenance 

will be outlined for each section to preserve work completed, depending on resources available. 



 

The differences from the original recommendations can be explained generally, or in detail if there are questions.  More 

of the priority 2 locust removals would remain.  A few of the priority 3 removals and other locusts would be removed 

where they conflict with better trees. 

 

 

 
Diagram showing Management Units 1-5 of Glenwood Children’s Park 

Description 

 Park Forestry Management Units 1 & 2 in the south end of the park are relatively devoid of Black Locust and this 

collective area has a better native species mix with essentially no removals.   

 Management Units 3 & 4 comprise erodible steep slopes with a high frequency of Black Locust of poor structure 

ecologically which shall be removed in smaller  “Focus Areas”  as funding and work resources are available - 

especially where these Black Locust are competing with adjacent native species like Oak. 

 Management Unit 5 surrounding the Council Ring has larger Black Locust present which shall be left to mature 

to their eventual elimination by senescence.    

 The original forestry survey inventoried 248 trees that were 6” or greater in truck diameter.  In this amended 

management plan any Black Locust saplings and trees smaller than 6” shall be removed and the expected 

aggressive re-sprouting by the clonal  underground roots shall be controlled. 

 There are valuable understory native tree and shrub species already present as small saplings which can be 

allowed to replace canopy removals as needed for slope stabilization as re-vegetation is guided toward more 

species diversity. 

 

General Summary 

This management strategy is a long-term plan and leaves in place the majority of the park’s forest canopy at any given 

time which preserves the woodland character & aesthetic.   This amended forestry plan also preserves options to 

incorporate planning in respect to the park’s historical legacy and Madison Landmark status. 


