DMNA Council Meeting Minutes for 10/2/19
6:45 pm, Wingra School Library

IN ATTENDANCE
Shawn Schey, Sandy Stark, Patricia Finn, Peter Gascoyne, Ann Clark, Carole Kantor, Tom Huber, David Hoffert, Josh Napravnik, Rachel Fields, Ann Sydnor, Tag Evers
[bookmark: _GoBack]
PROCEDURAL
· Call to Order: 6:48 p.m.  
· Approval of Agenda:  Rachel made one edit to remove the repeated Home History Workshop agenda item.  No other edits.  Sandy made a motion to approve the agenda.  Carole seconded. All in favor.  Agenda approved.
· Introductions:  Scary movies
· Minutes:    Ann Clark made a motion to approve the minutes, and Peter seconded.  The minutes were approved.  (Sandy made a correction to her report at last meeting that there is no signage in Glenwood Children’s Park about mountain biking.  There is in fact a sign stating no mountain biking is allowed in the park.)

ALDER’S REPORT 
Alder Evers gave a report.  Following are some highlights:
· The campus institutional (CI) district ordinance amendment easily passed at last night’s Common Council meeting.  There was nobody present in opposition and only one person voted against.
· On October 14th, Edgewood will be at Plan Commission requesting to withdraw from its Master Plan. The issue will go to the Common Council the following night (October 15th).
· Pizza Extreme got their liquor license, and they also met with a Vilas Neighborhood Association representative to address VNA concerns.
· As a follow-up to last month’s meeting where concerns were raised about the proliferation of businesses with liquor licenses on Monroe Street, Alder Evers has requested this item be on the agenda of the October 16th ALRC (Alcohol License Review Committee) meeting.  He is inviting representatives from all the impacted neighborhood associations.  Josh will attend from DMNA.  The discussion will focus on learning about the legal options available to neighborhoods to address the nuisances related to over-indulgence and binge drinking.  Is limiting the number of liquor licenses the only option or are there other tools?
· Development Forum:  Alder Evers reported that a series of town hall type meetings to discuss the trade-offs around development in our district will be held in early 2020.  The idea is to have a conversation about development that is separate from any one particular project.  Development will continue as population in Madison is expected to increase significantly over the coming years.
· Grocery store issue – There was a meeting last week at which the four development teams presented their proposals.
· F-35s – There was a meeting last month that lasted until almost 3 a.m.  Alder Evers has taken the position of opposing bringing F-35s to Truax Field, in solidarity with the alders representing the impacted neighborhoods.
· Stormwater issues continue to be discussed.  Lake levels are high.  Recent rains caused some basement flooding.  It is a serious issue for our city.
· Alder Evers is also working on the Glenwood Park issues with mountain bikers, as well as the Vilas Park Master Plan.
· Street Reconstruction update:  In 2020, the second half of Gregory (west) and the streets surrounding, are set to be reconstructed.  Some sidewalks, curbs and gutters will be added to streets that do not currently have them.  Tag is fighting to have some streets not have sidewalks added due to wanting to preserve mature oak trees.  There will be a process including some neighborhood meetings coming up.

TREASURER’S REPORT 
David distributed the report in Julia’s absence and read the highlights:
· Good Neighbor Gathering donations came in this month.
· Membership dues can be paid via PayPal now!
· For the first time, Julia needed to stop payment on three checks last month.

Josh made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report.  Sandy seconded.  All voted in favor. Report accepted.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
The written report submitted by Rachel has been copied below with updates by the secretary, if any, in italics based on the verbal report given during the meeting.
I was mostly busy or out of town this month for my wedding and honeymoon, but I can report that our refurbished neighborhood sign is back in its original place at the end of Monroe Street! The second sign will soon be in our possession but placement is on hold until the City resolves its legal issues. 


AGENDA ITEMS
				
· Good Neighbor Gathering update (David Hoffert & Tag Evers):  The inaugural event was held this past Saturday.  It was a very successful event.  Sunny, beautiful weather.  They were successful in fund raising, and there is some money (about $2,500) left over to put towards next year’s event.  There were both a DJ and a live band, as well as activities for kids and families.  Attendance was decent.  More attendance from other neighborhoods than from DMNA.  More attendance for the family friendly events than for the live music.  The mayor attended.  Alder Evers thanked David for his leadership on this.  The planning committee will form a separate organization to organize this event in the future, with its own financial accounts.  A big thank you to Bob Block for helping David move picnic tables (25)!

· Liquor licenses on Monroe Street:  As Alder Evers mentioned in his report, the Alcohol License Review Committee (ALRC) put an item on the agenda of the Oct 16th meeting about the proliferation of liquor licenses on Monroe Street.  Josh will attend.  Rachel led a discussion of what DMNA concerns are and what we would like to see happen.  It was generally agreed that DMNA mostly will go to the ALRC meeting to listen and learn about what tools and processes are available to us.  We do not want to see Monroe Street become like Regent St.  No immediate concerns, but want to keep an eye on it as liquor licenses on Monroe St. increase.  Also, we want to show solidarity with Vilas/Greenbush/Regent neighborhoods.  Stay tuned.


· Wayfinding signage on the bike path:  The transportation committee and path committees had a meeting with Renee Callaway (City of Madison Ped/Bike Coordinator) on Friday to talk about planned wayfinding signage for the path.  There will be signage along the Southwest bike path directing people to locations in our neighborhood off the path.  The committees are reviewing with the city staff the names and places that will be listed.  There will be “Dudgeon-Monroe Neighborhood” signage installed along the path as well.  Sandy would also like there to be signage to address safety concerns, e.g. biker etiquette.

· Edgewood Master Plan:  Alder Evers covered the current status in his report.  Someone asked about whether the statement voted on at last month’s meeting and then sent out via email to the Council was read at the meeting last night?  No, it was not due some confusion about process, and then the amendment was passed easily.  Rachel will send the statement to Heather Stouder (City Planning Director), so it will be included in the city’s files.  There was discussion about next steps for DMNA.  Rachel indicated she will contact a few media outlets (WSJ, Isthmus, Cap Times) prior to the plan commission meeting and give our statement and say we are available for comment.  Shawn reported that a group of neighbors turned in a protest petition to the city today.  

· Development forum update:  Included in Alder Evers’ report.

· History Committee Home History Workshop:  Coming right up! October 19th 1:30 - 3:30 p.m. at Sequoya library.  There will be a presenter from the Madison Public Library, Ann Waidelich, who really knows her stuff.  This is a great opportunity to learn from the expert.  The Westmoreland, Vilas and Regent neighborhoods have also been invited.  See all the details in the recent Hornblower.  Thanks to Char Thompson for leading the organizing of this event.

· Social chair vacancy – Still vacant.  Let Rachel know of any potential candidates.

· Other business
· Michaels Frozen Custard:  Rachel brought a request from a neighbor that DMNA do something to show appreciation and/or support for the owners of Michael’s Frozen Custard, which closed abruptly at the end of summer due to the manager, Sergio De La Hernandez, being denied a visa to allow him to gain legal status in the U.S.  Some ideas were discussed.  Ann Clark made a motion that DMNA send a letter of support for Sergio’s immigration case.  Carole seconded the motion.  All in favor.  The motion passed.  

· The next Hornblower deadline is November 3rd.  Carole will include “want ads” for Social committee and Parks/garden committee chair people.  There was some discussion about first focusing on recruiting committee members for the Social Committee, rather than a chairperson.  
The meeting was adjourned at 8:37p.m.

