[bookmark: _GoBack]DMNA Council Meeting Minutes for 7/10/19
6:45 pm PRD 118, Predolin Hall, Edgewood College

IN ATTENDANCE
Tom Huber, Diego Saenz, Sandy Stark, Carole Kantor, Peter Gascoyne, Dennis Trest, Marie Trest, Catherine Jagoe, Kathy Engebretsen, Shawn Schey, Brad Boyce, Josh Gettle, Maria Rattunde, Dave Leeper, Priscilla Arsove, Ann Clark, Daryl Sherman, Josh Napravnik, Julia Billingham, Tag Evers, David Hoffert, Ann Sydnor, Marc Gartler

PROCEDURAL
· Call to Order: 6:48pm
· Approval of Agenda:  Sandy made a motion to approve the agenda.  Ann seconded. All in favor.  Agenda approved.
· Introductions:  Favorite holiday
· Minutes:  Daryl made a motion to approve the minutes, and Priscilla seconded.  The minutes were approved.

ALDER’S REPORT 
· Tag reviewed current priorities:
· Zoo Commission meeting today.  Reorganization of the structure of the zoo ongoing.
· Board of Public Works:  Tag is getting a tour of various construction sites to better understand public works.
· Education Committee has yet to meet, and this is a concern to Tag given current issues with achievement gaps.  He is pressing the mayor to get this going.
· Grocery store issue:  There are six proposals in response to the RFP.  A listening session will be held on July 23rd for the near neighbors and anyone else interested.
· Edgewood stadium:  The Zoning Board of Appeals will hear Edgewood’s appeal tomorrow night.  All documents are on Legistar including Edgewood’s appeal and the city’s response.  Please engage in a respectful, kind and courteous way if attending and speaking at the meeting.  A decision is expected at the meeting tomorrow.  
· There was a brief Q&A.

TREASURER’S REPORT 
Julia had the following highlights:
· There was additional income this month, credited back to the Glenwood Park capital fund, for mulch that was paid for but never actually delivered back in 2017.
· The 13 mo. CD is maturing in three days.  It brought in an extra $100.
· Jazz in the Park is $1,300 over their budget of $6,000.  It is expected that income will also exceed the budgeted amount, but donations are still coming in.  Budgeted amounts for next year remain the same.
Carole asked for thoughts on publishing the 2019/20 budget in the Hornblower.  The general group seemed in favor.  Kathy spoke in favor saying it would help the block captions field questions during the membership drive.  Another suggestion was to post it to the website and refer people there.  
Tom made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report.  Sandy seconded.  All voted in favor, except Julia abstaining. Report accepted.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Diego read Rachel’s report. Rachel did not attend tonight due to illness.  The written report submitted by Rachel has been copied below with updates by the secretary, if any, in italics based on the verbal report given during the meeting.
June was a quieter month due to Edgewood pausing our Collaborative Working Group process, but we have been talking for the last few weeks about how to prepare for tomorrow’s Zoning Board of Appeals meeting and plan to present a statement for the Council’s approval tonight.

I have also been working with the City on the placement of our neighborhood sign. According to Linda Horvath from the city, neighborhood sign installation was allowed for many years through our sign ordinance and that was communicated to DMNA several years ago when we initially discussed sign installation at Monroe Commons. Since then, a private party has taken legal action against the City and sign installation is no longer allowed at this time. Linda says we may be able to install the sign later this year or next year. 

We may be able to put the development of the second sign on hold for now. I will raise this for a vote tonight. 

COMMITTEE NOTES

· Communications Committee:  Lisa added some comments. Lisa is working to determine why so many DMNA News emails are flagged by Gmail and Charter as spam.  She is also working to update our website version, which will allow the website to be updated to look more modern.

· History Committee:  Peter announced that there will be a house history workshop on October 19th (note the date correction from the agenda) at Sequoya Library.  Details will be in the next Hornblower.  The workshop will teach residents how they can find out more about the history of their own house 


AGENDA ITEMS
				
· Good Neighbor Gathering update and budget request (David Hoffert):  The event is scheduled for Sept. 28th at Brittingham Park.  The planning committee would like permission for DMNA to sponsor the event, but as a silent partner.  It will not be advertised as DMNA’s event, but rather a District 13 event.  Sponsoring the event involves supplying upfront costs of $87.50 for the park permit, $30 for the sound permit and $125 in refundable deposits.  The park permit is half off for neighborhood associations.  David will check if DMNA’s liability insurance covers an event like this.  The committee is also trying to obtain corporate sponsorships for food and/or bands.  It was noted that there have been two planning meetings so far, and there were representatives from most of the neighborhood associations in District 13 at the second meeting.  It is hoped that the relationships formed through planning this event will extend to a broader District 13 alliance.  There was positive feedback and support expressed for the event.  Josh made a motion that DMNA will silently sponsor the event, but it will be branded as the “Good Neighbor Gathering” and David will work with Julia on the insurance.  The motion passed with all in favor.  The Social Justice Committee will cover the costs out of their budget.  

· Vilas-Monroe development forum  (Josh):  The Zoning Committee is planning a development forum for neighbors to discuss proactively how development works in the neighborhood.  They plan to dispel myths about development, prior to a specific contentious development being an issue and are still in the process of brainstorming the format and topics.  Email Josh at zoning@dmna.org with ideas/input/suggestions.  Tag has spoken to the mayor about it.  She liked the idea and advised reaching out to her staff for assistance.  

· Neighborhood sign update:  Rachel asked Busch’s Signs to hold off on development of the new sign until we know if we can put it up. (See the President’s Report.)  The sign that is being refurbished can go back in place on the west end of Monroe Street once it is complete.  The new sign to be installed at Monroe Commons is the one that is in question.

· Renewal of Bridget O’Meara’s Hornblower layout and graphic design contract:  Our approved DMNA policy specifies there should be a bid for this work.  However, Bridget has done the work satisfactorily for many years, and there are concerns about disrupting the Hornblower production process.  There was group discussion.  History was given that last year DMNA decided not to bid out the work and granted a one-year exception.  It was said that in the following year there would be work done to bid it out for the 2019/2020 year and that has not been done.  Daryl made a motion that DMNA approve this expense for one more year, and in that year we form a committee to explore other options for 2020/2021 and beyond.  This committee will be purely information gathering, including gathering other proposals and bids, and should they want to recommend a change they first have to vet it with the Hornblower committee prior to bringing it to Council.  Note Bridget does not need to re-bid.  Julia seconded the motion.  Vote:  One opposed; all others in favor.  The motion passed.  David Hoffert and Julia volunteered to be on the committee.

· Annual meeting speaker ideas/plans related to “The House You Live In” movie (Dave Leeper):  The Social Justice committee is planning to preview this movie and thinks it might be very relevant to our neighborhood.  It is Episode 3, called “The House We Live In”, of a PBS series “Race:  The Power of an Illusion” from 2003.  This could make a good annual meeting topic for next spring.

· Update on 2018/2019 Capital Fund project exploration (Diego):  The following updates were given about various proposals/ideas for the funds.  This topic will be on the agenda again next month.
· Dave Leeper talked to a city arborist about the oak tree in Wingra Park.  The Parks Dept. has examined the tree and determined it is strong and not in danger of falling.  No support structure is needed.
· Tom Huber reported on wayfinding signs for neighborhood.  He has been in contact with the City, and they have a plan and funds for signage in our neighborhood. More information to come.  It is possible that we could use some of our funds to put a “Welcome to the Dudgeon-Monroe Neighborhood” or similar message on the signs at the boundaries of the neighborhood, but he is still in discussion with the City about whether this is allowed/feasible
· Julia reported that the idea for reinstalling the Bcycle station for Knickerbocker is on hold as we don’t know enough yet.
· AT&T wrap boxes:  Very expensive.  Would need a new owner to advocate for this.


· Edgewood appeal to Zoning Board (Thursday, July 11):  The DMNA Collaborative Working Group (CWG) and the Executive Committee have put together a statement to be read tomorrow night, and Diego read it for the group.  
"The Dudgeon Monroe Neighborhood Association supported the Campus Master Plan when it was proposed to the Plan Commission, but it is all but certain that such support would not have occurred had the Campus Master Plan described usage of Edgewood High School's athletic field in a way that was objectionable to neighbors. Specifically, the description of the athletic field as "Used for team practices, physical education classes" raised no concern with DMNA, as that language was consistent with neighbors' understanding that the plan was not suggesting a change in use. Because of this, we believe it would be wholly inappropriate to allow changes in use without adequate public input, regardless of the reasons why Edgewood chose such language when they sought our association's support.”
It was recommended to add the date of when the master plan was endorsed by DMNA and agreed that Diego will insert “the 2014 Campus Master Plan” into the first sentence.  Josh made a motion that this statement, with the addition of the 2014 date, will be read by a member of the executive committee at tomorrow’s meeting.  Sandy seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  The motion passed.
· Block Captain vacancies and request for volunteers
· Kathy put in a request for Council members to step up and volunteer, since no volunteers have stepped forward to fill the remaining blocks.  The membership drive will commence at the mid/end of August.  Kathy passed around a sign-up sheet.  

· Other business
· Next Hornblower deadline:  Aug 11
· No DMNA meeting next month
Tom made a motion to adjourn and Marc seconded.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:44p.m.




 
