DMNA Council Meeting Minutes for 8/5/20
6:45 pm, Zoom remote call
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87143410771?pwd=YWxMYWtFbXloZWY4SjJ4MGpBcnpsdz09
Meeting ID: 871 4341 0771 Passcode: 797495

IN ATTENDANCE
Bob Block, Rachel Fields, Peter Gascoyne, Lisa Grueneberg, David Hoffert, Tom Huber, Carole Kantor, Josh Napravnik, Diego Saenz, Daryl Sherman, Shawn Schey, Ann Sydnor, Marie Trest, Dennis Trest, Julie Whitaker, Tag Evers, Lynn Bjorkman, Megan Garvey, Marie Nitschke, Carolyn, Lailah, Nada Elmikashfi

PROCEDURAL
· Call to Order: 6:45 p.m.
· Approval of Agenda:  Agenda was approved.  
· Introductions - None
· Minutes:  Lisa made a motion to approve the minutes and Josh seconded.  All in favor.  Minutes approved.


ALDER’S REPORT
There was a Common Council meeting last night, and the downtown recovery plan is still being considered.  The south side grocery store project continues and there are a number of other development projects as well which are in various stages.  The Edgewood lights application will be discussed in an agenda item later.  Tag gave a shout out to Josh for his work on zoning and to David, Julie and others for their work on anti-racism. 

TREASURER’S REPORT
There was a very generous $1,000 donation this month from the Friday family.  The Dudgeon-Monroe neighborhood sign was paid off and there were a couple expenses for the Southwest Path.  Dennis highlighted a new box at the bottom of the report that breaks out the funds for the Good Neighbor Gathering.  These funds are held in our bank account, but it is not DMNA’s money.   Daryl made a motion to accept the report and David seconded.  All in favor.  Report was accepted.


PRESIDENT’S REPORT
The written report submitted by Rachel has been copied below with updates by the secretary, if any, in italics based on the verbal report given during the meeting.

Edgewood negotiations continued this month. We proposed to Edgewood that they take time to establish a strategy to study sound, take the spring to study the sound of games, and then research sound mitigation strategies based on the existing noise. So far Edgewood does not seem interested in this approach, but we’re continuing to push for it because we believe it’s the best way to mitigate the impact on near neighbors.   

The neighborhood sign that we commissioned last year now lives in Josh’s and my backyard, as the City still has no knowledge of when it can be placed in front of Monroe Commons. 

We received a very generous donation to DMNA from Richard and Patricia Friday and are very thankful for their support.

We are also pleased to welcome Nada Elmikashfi to speak with us today. Nada is running for Senate District 26 and will be speaking to us about her platform and goals as a candidate. 

AGENDA ITEMS
· Meeting Nada Elmikashfi, running for Senate District 26 (this took place right at 6:45 after agenda approval):   Nada introduced herself and gave an overview of her background, reasons for running and her priorities for our district.  Q&A followed.

· Anti-racist guide to calling 911 (Julie):  The Anti-racism Committee has created a guide titled “When to Call 911:  Making a Safe and Just Choice”.  It includes a local resource list for alternatives to calling the police, a section about things to consider before calling 911, and ways to keep yourself and others safe.  After Julie gave an overview, discussion followed and some feedback was provided.  The guide will be distributed as a color insert in the Hornblower.  Diego recommended The Noun Project as a source of pictures to find a yellow stoplight for the second page.  There are plans to share the guide with other neighborhood associations in Madison.  Diego made a motion to approve the guide’s content as material to be disseminated by DMNA, with the design to be modified further.  Daryl seconded the motion.  All in favor.  The motion passed.  Lastly, Carole volunteered to send the DMNA logo to the anti-racism committee, so it can be included in the final design.

· Guidelines for developers in the Dudgeon Monroe neighborhood (Josh):  The Zoning committee put together a document over the past few months called DMNA Development Guidelines.  It is based on similar guidelines created by the Marquette Neighborhood Association.  The document was sent out to Council for review prior to tonight’s meeting, and Josh gave an overview.  Some discussion followed.  Josh made a motion to approve what the Zoning Committee brought forth with the recommended changes to move up the Affordability and Equity section to be the first priority listed of the four and also to change the verbiage in the Affordability and Equity section to parallel the Sustainability section (“Future developments should include features…”).  David seconded the motion.  All in favor.  

· Proposed zoning changes from most recent Plan Commission (Josh): Josh provided an informational update on the special meeting the Plan Commission held last Thursday to discuss Madison’s housing crisis and lack of new developments.  New developments do not match the expected growth in Madison in coming years.  The vacancy rate is very low.  Zoning changes were discussed to support additional housing developments.  The developers had their own requests which they presented.  Among them, they requested reduced involvement of neighborhood associations in the development process. 

· Edgewood updates (Rachel + team):  Edgewood has deferred their lighting appeal again until the September Common Council meeting.  Rachel gave an update on recent communications between DMNA and Vilas Neighborhood Association and Edgewood.  DMNA and Edgewood remain far apart.  Tag indicated that he will continue to ask Edgewood to slow down their process.  

· Initiatives DMNA can undertake while COVID persists (Ann Clark + everyone):  Ann could not attend tonight, so this item will be pended until next month.  Rachel asked everyone to think about ideas for things that DMNA could undertake now, since there are many things that committees can’t do now due to COVID restrictions.  

Josh encouraged all of us to support our neighborhood businesses.

Bob reported the Social Justice Committee is thinking about planning some informational meetings.  They are interested in affordable housing as a topic.  Also, he expressed thanks to all who have dropped off non-perishable food for the schools.  

Sandy made a motion to adjourn; seconded by Shawn.  Meeting adjourned  at 8:30 p.m. 

